THANK YOU MARK’S FAMILY MESSAGES:

To all of Mark's family,

 

What can I say to a family I've never met, who raised (or helped to raise) a man I've never met?  Seems odd, yes, but that's why your family is so special.  Most fans only connect with the "star," but you have reached out personally and made us Markers feel like more than silly, shallow fans.  Even though the show has left the airwaves, and we can no longer vote for your son/brother/cousin/etc., you still seem to be appreciative of our love for Mark.  Thank you for making us feel like, dare I say, extensions of your family . . . distant cousins, maybe?  I can honestly promise that I will continue to support Mark in whatever way I can.  You just let me know how.

 

Jennifer (aka Frenchie)
Mark's Family,

I don't even know where to begin.  What a wonderful, supportive, loving family you are!  Nora, you have done a tremendous job raising Mark.  He seems (I haven't personally met him yet, but fingers crossed, I will) to be a well rounded, humble, genuine, appreciative, giving person.  He has inspired so many on MK-O and I am among them.  He didn't inspire me to start dancing (heaven forbid) or anything like that.  For me, it was more on a "me" level.  He taught me that in order to be happy in your life, you need to be happy with yourself first.  "Be true to yourself".  That is what he said.  And that is what I'm trying to do.  Its going take me a while (a long while) to get there, but with Mark's words ringing in my head, I'll get there!!

Rhesa, Jeanine and Marrisa ~ There wasn't a time, when watching the show, that I didn't see one of you in the audience supporting him.  He is very blessed to have you as sisters.  The love and support you have for each other is phenomenal!!  You are truly an AH-MAZING family!!  MAJOR HUGS!

Jon ~ THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE PICTURES!!  They were fantabulous!!   I hope to see more in the future!!

To Everyone, thank you so much for sharing Mark with us.  He is truly One of a Kind and we are lucky to have him in our lives, if only on the TV screen or through virtual reality.  We wish him all the best with his career and hope to be able to watch it grow!

Aloha,

Sherri (ImInLove)


Mark is beautiful, graceful, humble and sweet,
All this and more, but none of conceit.
You've given your son many gifts,
And now away from you he drifts.
But no matter where his feet do roam,
You will always be his home.
Thanks to you, Mama Kanemura,
for making Mark the amazing man he is,
and for all you've done for the Markers.

To Jeanine, Marissa, Rhesa and Jon,
Thanks for all of your support
and contributions to our little community.
Everything you've done has
made us love Mark even more.

Much love and thanks,
Diana, aka chasingcomets
Violent Violet Marker

Hello Mark's Family! 

I just want you guys to know, that you are all so wonderful. I love the way you guys supported Mark since the beginning and during SYTYCD, and I know you will continue on supporting him. I know you are all kind and wonderful because Mark is the same. I really want to say that, Nora you are amazing and it was great having even a little chat with you at the Anaheim tour. You have such an amazing son, and you should know that he made my summer. I know you are really proud of him, and all of us Markers are too. Thank you all for everything! Mark, Nora, Rhesa, Jeanine, Marissa, and Jon. Jon your photography is great! I send my blessings to all of you!

Mark's Blue-Green Marker,

Sarah aka Rui

Nora, Rhesa, Jeanine, Marissa,

I just wanted so say that thank you for having such a great son and brother. He has inspired many with his movements and just the way he is. He is an amazing person and it is because of all of you letting him be who he is that has lead him to not be afraid of the world.

Thank You.

Mayra L. (pearbucket2000)

"You don't choose your family.  They are God's gift to you, as you are to them."  ~Desmond Tutu
I wanted to add my sincere thanks to all of you for all of your support to the Marker community. Your enthusiasm is contagious! 
Much love - Jen/starla487

Hi Linda,

I don't have much for the card - I can never think of what to say on cards! I hope this is okay:

Thank you so much for sharing Mark with us this summer. His shinning light has impacted a lot of people.

And thank you for being so understanding about our silliness! You've been wonderful!

Meg(uk)

MARK! I got the pleasure of meeting him and found him to be the sweetest, nicest, coolest guy you could ever meet!

 I was one of the lucky ones to see him first after the show in Portland, Oregon.

He was so happy and so excited to meet all his fans! I'd just like to say thank-you to Mama Kanemura and sisters,

Nora, Rhesa, Jeanine, Marissa, cousin Jon and all the people

who have helped him get to where he is today and give me the amazing experience of meeting him and seeing him perform live!

Thank-you, thank-you, thank-you, and a million more thank-you's! <3 = )

Katey Lee

Dear Nora and family, 

 

Thank you so so much for everything! For the very blessed genes, for being by Mark's side all these years, for sparking off his love for dance, for your undying support for Mark on the show, for your generosity to the Markers, and for being such amazingly nice, positive, infectiously smiley and sweet people! We love your Mark and we love you. Best of wishes, and God bless! =)

 

xoxo Diana (fineliner)

First off, THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!! You have all been so good to the fans, especially us from IDF. The "Wub" sign pretty much made my summer! It means so so so much to know that Mark and his family care so much about the fans! A special thanks to Rhesa, for sending ME a friend request on Facebook! It made me feel very special, and I cannot thank you enough for it! :)

 

Love, Laura Shepherd. (The Lavender Marker)

Aloha all Kanemura's

I wanted to thank Mark and everyone in his family for sharing him and his talents with all of us. It has been an absolute delight watching him dance and Mark has inspired many of us in our lives, if not all of us. I hope for many great accomplishments for Mark, and of course, with all of the love and support from the Kanemuras, it will definitely happen!!

Thank you again, with lots of love,

Nikkei M.

Mark's Family, 
I don't know how you could have brought up such an amazingly kind and perfect person, but you did! When I went to see Mark in Oakland he was by far the nicest and easiest to talk to, and that night totally changed my life. We'll keep up the support for Mark, as you have done for so many years. I just have to say thank you for being there, because we all know that Mark wouldn't be half the man he is today without his family beside him
Thank you so much! 
Love, 
Samantha

Hey Linda!

This card is such a great idea!

I missed the deadline for Mark's B-day card by a day,

so i had to get this one in. =]

Thanks so much for creating the website!

I visit it pretty much every day.

Oh, and if by any chance you need help with the site, you can definitely ask me!

Here's my message:

 

Mark's Family-

You are all such great people!
Mark is so inspiring and such a great dancer!

Thanks for all the pictures!

-Sam

To start I just wanted to thank Mark's family for being so amazing throughout the season of SYTYCD and keeping the fans happy with little shoutouts throughout the show...the Marker's poster with the WUB was extra special and appreciated. Mark's mother Nora, you are one amazing woman and you raised a wonderful son you showed be proud. Also sorry for the sometimes risque comments said about Mark on MK-O or even IDF that you may have read, it was all in good fun and we never meant to offend you *blushes*. To the rest of the Kanemura clan I just wanted to tell you guys I love you all and THANK YOU VERY MUCH <3 <3 

Love, Nick (AKA: Nicodeemo [Mark's Yellow Marker])

To the family of Mark Kanemura....

 

While watching Mark compete on SYTYCD, I realized that he is not only a talented and charismatic performer but a kind and giving person.  His reactions throughout were those of someone who, while wanting to win, never lost his wonder and compassion and enthusiasm for both his own experiences and those of his competition.  One does not become such a complete human being alone.   So thank you for raising such an amazing person.   I hope he goes far and follows his dreams to the end of the rainbow.

 

dys

Thank you Linda for giving us the opportunity to thank Mark’s family. 

Nora, Rhesa, Jeanine and Marissa:

Thank you so much for reaching out to Mark’s fans and letting us know how much you all appreciate our support. Thank you for making sure Mark was aware of all the fan “wub” he has. Mark is such an amazingly talented and inspirational person. He deserves to know how much of an impact he has had on so many people. You all are so WONDERFUL! It is easy to see why he turned out so gracious, being raised in a family with all of your love and support. 

Jon thank you for sharing all of your AMAZING pictures with us. 

Much Love,

Caroline

Dear Mark's family:

You are all lovely people!!!!!

and extra hello to the sister that went to Syracuse, cause i go there too  :)   (ha! I'm so lame)

Dear Mrs. Mark's Mom:

Thank you for encouraging your children to be themselves and go for their dreams.

Have a nice day!

~Nichole

You guys are awesome, Mark couldnt have a better family!! All the support you give him is through the roof, you've raised quite an inspirational son Nora! The Kanemura family has done so much for the Markers, more than anything we expected and we are so greatful for everything. Thank you to Jeanine, Rhesa, Marissa, and Nora and the whole Kanemura family for being pretty much amazing and reading our crazy forums! I've never seen a dancers family get so involved with the fans as much as you guys have, I always feel the love that you all bring to the website. Again thank you sooooo much for everything!

 

-Bri (rawrbri)

Dear Ms. Nora,
 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for accepting me and the rest of the Marker fans into your ohana.  It has been a joy getting to know you and the rest of Mark’s family.  I have enjoyed sharing your Mama Mark moments and having the chance to travel vicariously down the road of Mark’s journey; it has been an exciting and unforgettable trip.  I and the Markers wub Mark and we especially wub you for being such an excellent Mama and raising a wonderful and wubbing family.
 
                                                Sincerely,
                                                Sandy from Hawaii (aka, Adorkablefan62)
 

From Edmonton, Alberta, Canada,

Thank you to Mommy K for having such an adorable, sweet, caring, unique son in Mark.

You raise him well. 
Regards too to his siblings.

Alice Navarra

Thank you Mark's family, for being so amazing! Thank you for being so supportive of Mark! He's an inspirational person for so many of us Markers, and he's so appreciative of us, so we should definitely thank all of you guys for everything you've done to make him the amazing person he is. I wish I could meet him on tour, but I'm happy to be able to thank all of you! 

Much love, Cathy (aka spongebobpat94) 

To the Kanemura Family,

It is almost impossible for me to express my gratitude for allowing me - and my fellow Markers :} –to take part in the celebration of your Mark’s incredible and joyful artistry. I can’t imagine how proud you must be feeling!! You are such a beautiful and amazing family and so very blessed to have each other. And I can honestly say that, in addition to being a huge Mark fan, I am also a huge fan of you as well!!! May God continue to bless you always and may all of your dreams come true. Love - Toni (Bangs)
To Mark’s wonderful family,

 

I have not had the pleasure of communicating directly with any of you, but I haven’t had to to appreciate you! 

From the stories I hear of you bringing the other dancers leis, remembering the names of fans, going out of 

your way to make a poster for the Markers at one of the tapings...you’re all such nice, genuine people and it 

hasn’t gone unnoticed. Thank you for being awesome! 

 

Much love,

Michelle (ShellBen)

To the lovely family of Mr. Mark Kanemura, 

Thank you for being such a supportive group for our favorite dancer! You are all, no doubt, a big part of why he's come so far. We can't thank you enough for encouraging and nourishing his talents, and helping him become the wonderful spirit that he is. 

Be very proud of your boy - he's one of the sweetest, funniest, kindest people I've ever met. I feel lucky to have been able to talk to him, hug him, watch him dance...experience everything that surrounds his hectic and exciting new world as a famous dancer. 

Take care! The Markers love you all!

Jess

Dear Nora,
As a mother, I strive to nurture and preserve the magical uniqueness
in both of my young girls.  It would seem that you have accomplished
this in spades with Mark.  How gratifying it must be to see so many
people recognize and respond to Mark's special qualities.  Thank you
for being such an wonderful example of motherhood.

Dear Rhesa, Jeannine and Marissa,
I often wished for more siblings growing up, particularly in the wake
of my parent's divorce.  Watching how close, loving and supportive you
all seem of your brother and each other causes me to pause and smile
knowing that you must have become each other's rock and safe place
while going through your own family journey.  Your beauty and love for
each other truly shines through for all to see.  Thank you.

Love and peace, Lana (Oh Canada), Olivia (age 11) and Ava (age 9)

Mama Kanemura, 

Sisters Kanemura 

and the rest of the Kanemura clan,

 

Thank you so much for all you have done to help create the wonderful Mark we all know and love. 

As he is an inspiration to all of us, I'm sure you were an inspiration to him. 

Because of you, he is. Because of him, I am... happy!

 

I love you for teaching Mark to love himself, so that he could teach me to love myself,

ZhiZhu

To the Kanemura family and friends -- Every week on SYTYCD we saw you in the
audience, giving Mark love, strength, and support.

Thank you for being so kind to his fans and for sharing Mark with the world!

SculptureGarden (Becky)

To Mark's Amazing Family:

 

I wanted to take a moment to thank you for allowing us all into your lives.  By opening the door to your family through the photographs and stories that you all have shared, we have been able to peek into Mark's life and learn more about him as a person.  I am very grateful to you for that!    Nora, ater reading many stories about people interacting with you, it is apparent that you are a very caring and compassionate person - it's no wonder that Mark became such a wonderful man.  Rhesa, Janine and Marissa, you've all made such an effort to reach out to us, Mark's fans - it is an incredible show of generosity on your part.  It's obvious that Mark adores you all, and so do we.  He's lucky to have you.  Thanks again and take care!

 

Vicki Paris (Nasty Canasta)

Heylo to the Kanemura family!

You guys are just fantastically awesome.

Your support is no doubt the best in this world! 

I wish you happiness and laughter to ring in the atmosphere wherever you guys may be.

LURVE JULIE (versac3).
"In everyone's life, at some time, our inner fire goes out.  It is then burst into flame by an encounter with another human being.  We should all be thankful for those people who rekindle the inner spirit."  ~Albert Schweitzer

...your son is one such person.  Of course, being a mother of a son myself, I like to think that any good thing my son is, is directly attributable to me and how I have raised him.  Therefore, I absolutely must attribute any good thing that Mark is, to you!  Thank you so much for raising such a wonderful, inspirational, beautiful, humble son......
Ashleigh (Ipo123)

Ms. Kanemura, Theresa, Jeanine, and Marissa: 
Showered by your family's love and support,
Mark blossoms as the glorious soul we adore!
The love and graciousness poured from your heart,
Is a source of goodness flowing through Mark!
You yield warmth and sweetness that's tropical.
You are beautiful, strong, and phenomenal!
What makes you all especially great,
Is that you're a family rooted in Faith!!!
Seeing the love and fun you express,
I now know a reason why Mark says he's blessed!!!

Thanks for your lovingkindness toward Mark's fans!!!
- hart4Markart

To the lovely Kanemura family:

Thank you so, SO much for being so supportive of the Markers throughout Mark's run on SYTYCD and providing us with updates and "inside" tidbits that we would never know otherwise!  I am so appreciative of all you've done both for him in shaping his amazing and loving character and for us, the fans.

With much love and gratitude,
Miriam (Miri)

Dear Auntie Nora, Rhesa, Jeanine and Marissa,

 

Thank you for being such an awesome and supportive family to Mark, and by extension, to us Markers! You are all amazing and truly embody the meaning of 'ohana.  Thank you for being so patient and understanding with all of our questions, comments and squeeeeees regarding Mark.  He is truly lucky to have such a wonderful family, and we are also lucky to have met you!!!  It is very apparent that Mark is the special and awe-inspiring person he is today largely because of all of you.

 

With love and aloha,

Laurie Jim (angelina)

---------------------------------------------- 

  

Dear Jon and "Chacharoni",

 

Thank you for being such an awesome photographer and for sharing your fabulous pics with us Markers!  Your work is truly amazing and we appreciate it so much!  And on top of that, you are such nice people.  It has been a pleasure meeting you.  Thank you again!!

 

With love and aloha,

Laurie Jim (angelina)

Mark's family-- you are all so incredible!! Nora, you are an AMAZING mother and have raised such a talented son. He is such an inspiration and I can't wait to meet him on tour. You are wonderful! Rhesa, Marissa, Jeanine- your brother is such a wonderful and kind person! Jon- your pictures are beautiful! Thank you all for everything! The world could certainly use more people with Mark's heart and compassion.

Love- Jessica Garr (guardwife06)

Dear Kanemura Family,

 

I just wanted to say hello and say that I appreciate the unending support you have shown for Mark and his fans.  Mark has an amazing and rare gift, and watching him perform on television this summer helped me to relive my love for dance and has inspired me to cultivate my creative side.   Nora, I would like to commend you for raising such a humble and gracious young man.  Seeing his positive attitude the night of his elimination makes me very proud to be a fan, and I look forward to seeing him when the SYTYCD tour comes to Miami.  I wish you all the best of luck in the future.  

 

Love,

 

Melissa (belovedwisdom) 

Adding my thanks for being so supportive of Mark's fans! 

You all seem like such beautiful, genuine people and I wish you all the best!

Love,
Vicki (elviebird)

Dear Nora, Rhesa, Jeanine, Mark, Marissa and family,
 
My family never embraced my creativity or the idea that I wanted to be an artist.  It took me years to feel entitled to embrace that part of my identity and give it a voice.  Thank you so much for being an example of the kind of supportive family I always knew existed, but was never able to witness first hand.  Your family's gracious spirit, sense of humor and loyalty to one another are what I hoped to create for the young artists that I teach and mentor in L.A.
 
Nora meeting you in Anaheim on tour was a special treat.  Definitely wished my Momma could have had a friend like you back in the day!!!  Freddy Mercury, live in concert, would have changed her life!!
 
Much love,
Jenna (w/the Green Hair)/ JaguarChick
To the Kanemura family,

It's only through the kind of support and love you offer that any child can grow up to achieve his dreams. And there’s something extra amazing about raising a strong man, who’s also sweet, generous and kind. There are a million strong men in this world, walking away from the things that brought love into their lives. But you know you’ve got something special. And we know that a lot of that special comes from you.

A lot of the impact that Mark has had on us is because of you. Not only because you have shared this remarkable person with us, but because you embraced his community of fans and let us into your world just a little. We know you've been sorting through the piles of posts that detail how he's affected our lives, so I hope you know that at least part of all that is for you too!

Because, while it's his talent and hard work that gave us all the opportunity to watch him, it's his heart and genuine spirit that captured our hearts...and those things come from a solid foundation of love and family strength.

For mothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins (*waves at 'Rebel<3'*) it must be strange to observe this whirlwind that's been centred on this member of your family, and the desire to hide from it all must pop up from time to time. Thank you for being so gracious to those of us who can only watch from the outside.

You and Mark have made the summer of 2008 a truly extraordinary time for all of the Markers.

Ileiren Poon (Chable)

To the lovely Kanamura's :)

You guys are amazing! All of you are so kind and gracious...I can definitely see where Mark gets it. Thanks for everything y'all have done; love you bunches!

Much love
-Katie (ripslip)

To Mark’s Ohana, MUCHOS MAHALOS!!! for the amazing thing that happened to me this summer called MARK! Someone that wonderful could only have come from a fantastic, nurturing family full of love and aloha. SYTYCD is very special to me, but this year having Mark on the show was a true inspiration. I am taking hip-hop classes again and I can’t WAIT to see some dance theater (THAT’S new for me!) and hopefully something that Mark performs in some day soon! I also really appreciate the support you have all given to Mark’s Markers. I have discovered so many wonderful friends as a result of my love for Mark! I am filled with so much joy thanks to all of you. *hugs* *kisses* *wub* Margot (deadbeatclub)
Thanks sooooo much to the Kanemura CLAN, I am new at this but i could not pass the opportunity to say THANKS and CONGRATULATIONS, WAY TO GO IN RAISING SOMEONE AS AHHHHMAHHHHZING AS MARK, He made an impact on a lot of us, and meeting him was even better, he is unique and humble and has this AWESOME ENERGY and i feel priviledged to have met him here in Anaheim, THANKS AGAIN AND KEEP US INFORMED ABOUT HIM AND HIS PLANS....


 
MUCH MUCH LOVE!

Yadira

LINDA’S MESSAGES:

To Nora, 

I really want to thank you for raising such an incredible person.

Mark is unlike any person I have ever encountered...

he is without a doubt the most individual, the most unique,

the most sweetest, kindest, sincerest, most real person I have ever met.

(And I am really glad that I’m able to use the word ‘met’, because I did

get to meet him this year and it’s a meeting that I will treasure and remember always).

I haven’t gotten the chance to meet you, but hearing stories from other Markers about

their experiences with you, and just hearing what you have to say about Mark and

about your family, it blows me away.. Your family is so incredible. As if your son being

a huge inspiration was not enough, your family, you,

Mark, his sisters and the rest, you’re all beyond inspirational and so

sweet and so kind. Thank you so much for bringing Mark into this

world and raising him the way you did. As I’ve said, he is

seriously unlike anyone else on this planet.

I hope one day I get to meet you because I know speaking

with you would be just as wonderful an experience as speaking with Mark was! Thank you.

To Rhesa, Jeanine, Marissa,

Rhesa - You. Are. AMAZING!!!!! Seriously, thank you so much for everything that

you’ve done for me and for the Markers. Thank you so much for the WUB sign

and thank you so much for keeping in contact as the season unfolded, and even

afterwards. You are a wonderful person and a great sister to Mark and the love

between Mark and yourself, Jeanine and Marissa,  is so amazing to watch and see

via pictures. Thank you so much for telling Mark about me, thank you for reaching

out to the Markers, and just thank you for being your thoughtful and wonderful self.

Thank you!

Jeanine & Marissa – Thank you as well! You’re relationship with Mark truly inspires

me. There is just so much love and so much evident happiness between you siblings,

it’s contagious and I love it. All three of you have been so great rallying support

for Mark during the season. You’ve all been so generous and sweet with putting pictures

and everything. I appreciate it all, as do all of the Markers, and I sincerely hope

I get to meet the three of you one day as well. You’re all incredible people!

To Jon & ‘chacharoni’ – Thank you SO much for the wonderful high quality pictures of Mark! You’re work is really amazing and I hope that the Markers can be lucky enough to see even more great pictures in the future. Thank you really, for being so sweet and sharing with us your wonderful photographs. 

To the Entire Family – Thank You. Your son, your brother, your cousin, your uncle, your nephew, he’s changed my life and he’s changed so many other’s lives by just being who he is, and who he has come to be is largely due to all of you. Thank you. 

